
We are pleased to bring you the latest update on the
achievements (and frustrations) of the Hough End
Hall project.

The Civic Society was successful in its nomination of the
Hall as a community asset and it has now been placed on
the Register of Assets of Community Value with the
Council. This is fantastic, as it means there is external
recognition of how important the Hall is for the residents
of Chorlton and surrounding districts. Now the Hall is on
the register, the Council have written to the owners, West
Register (one of the RBS group) and they have confirmed
their intention to sell the Hall. After this, the Council
issued a public notice informing any community interest
groups that are legally incorporated, to let them know by
the 1st of July if they wish to express interest to submit a
bid for the Hall. After that, the owners cannot conclude a
sale with anyone other than a community interest group
until November 2014.

Here is the frustration! We have had to move quickly to
form a limited company so that we can express interest in
putting together a bid. To meet the deadlines, we hare
having to do this more quickly than we would have liked.
However we are not daunted and will try and meet the
July 1st deadline. Once the company is formed we can
apply for charity registration.

We have been encouraged by the award of a grant form
the Social Investment Business for £10,000. This will
enable us to undertake some of the preliminary work
needed to put in a bid for the Hall, including getting
initial surveys done and ensure the organisation is in
strong.

At the same time we will have to be writing other grant
bids and preparing a crowdfunding campaign. We have
told you about this before - crowdfunding is basically a
process where lots of people pledge donations, so if you
care about the future of the Hall, get talking to your
friends about the project and keep your eye on the
website for information.

We have had some meetings with the Heritage Lottery
Fund and they have been very supportive. We are
preparing a bid to go to them in August and will be seeing
if we can entice some architects to work with us. If we
can do it, we will be making a bid for a large amount of
money, and the grant application cycle will take nearly a
year. However, in the middle of this is a development
phases, within which we would be able to get lots of
specialist surveys done and studies of feasibility and
viability of the future plans.

We are moving into the second phase of community
consultation and will be asking you if you would use the Hall
for any of the following:

· A place to eat (have a café there) and meet
· A place to work (we will need to rent out some of

the space in order to pay for the running of the
Hall

· A place to meet (for large and small meetings on a
regular or ad hoc basis)

· An arts centre (holding exhibitions, hosting gigs or
performances, providing some studio or rehearsal
space and maybe even a community radio station)

· An educational centre (providing courses of various
kinds run by local people and with an emphasis,
perhaps, on history)

· A social, community and recreational centre (with
different cultural and leisure activities going on,
including talks, activity sessions, pup up markets)

These are all ideas suggested by the first few months of
consultation. So if you haven’t had your say, get in touch.

The history of Hough End Hall continues to inspire people.
We have had some very interesting material sent to us from
our friends in the Withington Civic Society (after all, in the
C17, Hough End Hall was the manor house of the Manor of
Withington, which included Chorlton and Didsbury. See
https://sites.google.com/site/withingtonhistory/manorial-
history . Andrew Simpson continues to tempt our interest
with fascinating stories about the previous owners and
occupants of the Hall on his blog. See
http://chorltonhistory.blogspot.co.uk
On Tuesday 6th July 1596 Dr Dee accompanied
Christopher Saxton (who made a survey of the City)
and others to Howgh Hall (Hough End Hall, seat of
Nicholas Mosely).
(Damon Albarn wrote an Opera, Dr Dee for the Manchester
International Festival in 2011)

What Next?
· We will continue the awareness raising campaign
· We are preparing grant application and plans for

raising the money to buy the Hall.
· We will have stalls at the Post Box Café Community

Market on June 13th and at the Beech Road Fun Day
on July 6th. Come and help or just say hello if you can.

· We will keep sending in articles in the newspaper if
we can

If you would like to get involved in any way,
please get in touch.
houghendhall@gmail.com or ring Carolyn Kagan
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For more information contact
Carolyn Kagan, 37 Chandos Road South,
Chorlton-cum-Hardy, M21 0TH
Telephone: 0161 881 6887,
Email: houghendhall@gmail.com
Web: www.houghendhall.org
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Let’s make it ours!


