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We are pleased to bring you the latest update on 
the achievements (and frustrations) of the 
Hough End Hall project. 

Our main activity this month has been to 
prepare a grant for the Heritage Lottery. This is 
a huge amount of work but it has meant that we 
have forged some new collaborations.  In 
particular we have sought advice from and got 
the support of the collections officer at 
Manchester Archives+ (in the new Central 
Reference Library – if you haven’t been yet, go 
along and take a look), the Gallery of Costume, 
MOSI’s education and learning department and 
the People’s History Museum. We will be able to 
build on these relationships in the future. 

The People’s History Museum has a space for 
community groups to exhibit, called Work in 
Progress.  We will install a small exhibition about 
the project there so do go and visit and mention 
this to anyone who might be at a loose end over 
the summer holidays. 

We are now at a critical point in the campaign to 
make Hough End Hall ours. As you know the Hall 
is currently owned by the Royal Bank of 
Scotland (RBS), through its troubled subsidiary 
‘West Register‘. While the Hall has been vacant 
for some two years, there is now pressure from 
the Treasury for RBS to get rid of its property 
portfolio (part of its “de-leveraging”). That 
means that when the moratorium on its sale 
(that we obtained) ends on 25 November, they 
will want to sell the Hall as soon as possible.  
Our problem is that our best chance of raising 
the money to buy the Hall is through a big grant 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund. But although 
our meetings with them have been encouraging, 
it will take longer than this until they could 
agree the money. This is because of the 
considerable amount of work needed to 
demonstrate that our plans to run the Hall are 
water-tight, and the set dates that they work to 
for considering proposals and finally agreeing 
funding (in December, 2015). 

We are working hard to try and get the bank 
and the Treasury to make an exception for the 
Hall, and not sell it as quickly as possible, but 
rather wait for us to be able to raise the money.  
We have written to George Osborne and Ross 
McEwan, but it is time for the people of South 
Manchester to make a bit of a noise about this. 
So we have raised a petition asking them to do 
just this, to delay the sale of Hough End Hall so 
the community can buy it.  Please sign the 
petition and pass  it on to any one else. 

We have talked a lot about crowdfunding and 
really will be launching our campaign near the 
beginning of August.  We have decided to raise 
money for things that can go ahead without us 
having ownership of the Hall. So, we will be 
developing a heritage trail around the old Manor 
of Withington (Hough End Hall), writing a book 
about the history of Hough End Hall and 
continuing with some of the specialist surveys 
needed.  We will be on Spacehive. The website 
will have all the information you need. 

If this wasn’t enough, we have been continuing 
with training for business planning and all the 
governance matters that acquiring and running 
community building entail, sow e should be in a 
good position to manage the project well when 
we are successful. 

Our themes for the Heritage Lottery grant have 
been refined.  Our heritage activities will be 
around: 

• Hough End Hall: the transformation of a 
building over time 

• Social history of the local community centred 
on the Elizabethan manorial estate  

• The lives of the inhabitants of the Hall  

• Cloth, textiles and fashion within their social 
and economic contexts 

• Art, music and design 

• Famous people and their encounters with the 
Hall 

We are planning to make the Hall as accessible 
as possible, include a small café with tasty 
goodies, and to involve all of you in not just 
visiting and participating, but also in designing 
and creating exhibitions, workshops and so on. 
Once it is up and running it should be an 
exciting hub with nothing like it in the rest of 
Chorlton and South Manchester. We think the 
nearest centre will be Didsbury Parsonage which 
is a fantastic centre.  

What Next? 

• Our new leaflet will be distribute at the 
beginning of August. 

•  We will have stalls at the Post Box 
Café Community Market on August 9th 
and September 14th and at the 
volunteer fair in St Margaret’s School, 
Whalley Range on September 14th. 
Come and help or just say hello if you 
can. 

• Submit the Heritage Lottery Grant bid 
and other funding bids 

• Mount the petition and start the 
Crowdfudning campaign. 

If you would like to get involved in any way, 
please get in touch.  

houghendhall@gmail.com or ring Carolyn Kagan 
(0161 881 6887) 


