for the future and ensure the Hall is made
available for local people.

On a more positive note….

We have just heard that RBS have placed the
Hall ‘under offer’. We do not know who has
made the offer but RBS have assured us they
have told the buyers about us. We will have to
wait until we are contacted or the information
about the new owners is made public before we
can open a conversation with them.

The eagerly awaited book about the Hall and its
occupants was published in May. We had a
successful launch of Hough End Hall – The Story
at the Lloyds Hotel (with thanks for their
hospitality) during the Chorlton Arts Festival.
Many thanks to Peter Topping and Andrew
Simpson for all the work they put into
producing the book. You can buy the book
from Chorlton Bookshop (with thanks for not
taking profits from the sale of the book), the
Lloyds Hotel or Chorlton Library and we hope
to place it in some City venues in the near
future. You can also buy it on line through our
website – www. http://houghendhall.org .It
really is a fantastic testimony to the people who
lived in the hall and their lives, along with
changing social contexts, so if you haven’t seen
it yet, have a look.

We will be watching carefully any planning
applications to make sure the architectural
heritage of the Hall is preserved. And we will
do what we can to ensure that public access is
maintained.

During the Arts Festival Peter and Andrew
conducted two history walks, starting at the Hall
and capturing what life had been like for the
occupants of the hall and then venturing
further afield, ending at the Lloyds Hotel.

During the last few months RBS commissioned
surveys of the Hall to give to prospective
bidders (this in itself was frustrating, as last year
we had to raise the money to undertake our
own survey..). The Charitable Foundation we
had been working with forwarded them to us
and it seemed clear that the Hall is
deteriorating. Needless to say RBS claim to be
spending a lot of money on maintenance to
prevent deterioration. We are going to keep a
photo log of the outside of the hall to monitor
any changes as best we can.

During the walks, very interesting discussions
were held. One of the good things about both
the books and the walks, is that local people’s
living memories were included, so many thanks
to everyone who has contributed their stories.
If you haven’t yet, you can still do so on the
website.
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If you would like to get involved in any way,
please get in touch. houghendhall@gmail.com
or ring Carolyn Kagan (0161 881 6887)
We are pleased to bring you the latest update
on the achievements (and frustrations) of the
Hough End Hall project.

Progress of the Sale of the Hall

Unfortunately ‘our’ Charitable Foundation, with
whom we were loosely working, withdrew from
the bidding process. A combination, we think,
of seeing what the surveys said and finding
alternative ways to fulfill their objectives.
So… we still do not know what role we will have
with the new owners. We are still optimistic we
will be able to form a constructive partnership

What Next?
We are still maintaining a presence at various
events (the latest being the Local History fair at
Victoria Baths on September 6th). One way or
another we will be campaigning to keep the Hall
for public access and to ensure its historical
legacy is preserved.
We are still accepting donations to cover our
costs. Donations, orders and enquiries to
Carolyn Kagan, 37 Chandos Road South, M21
0TH (cheques payable to Friends of Hough End
Hall). Or see the donate page on the website.

