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Bulletin 13 1st July 2020 
 
Closure of Friends of Hough End Hall.   
With effect from July 1st 2020 Friends of Hough End hall will close. 
 

What did the friends of 
Hough End Hall achieve? 

The purpose of Friends of Hough 
End hall was to work to bring this 
historic building into use as a 
community and heritage hub; and 
to contribute to the quality of life 
and sustainable regeneration in 
South Manchester through the 
use of Hough End Hall as a 
resource for the community 

Mobilisation to buy and restore 
the Hall 
We began in early 2014 with the 
tall order of buying, restoring and 
bringing the Hall into community 
use. 
And a tall order it was, indeed, as 
the Hall was for sale on the open 
market, owned by the Royal Bank 
of Scotland. We successfully 
applied to get the Hall listed as an 

Asset of Community Value and 
submitted an intention to exercise 
our Right to Bid to buy the Hall. 
This meant we had 6 months to 
raise the money to buy the Hall. In 
this time we embarked on building 
community awareness, applying 
for start up grants (successful) 
which meant we could employ a 
heritage architect; applying for 
follow on grants (unsuccessful); 
developing a large range of 
partners with whose support we 
decided to submit a bid to the 
Heritage Lottery. At the same time 
we mounted a short crowdfunding 
campaign, to do further 
community engagement. This did 
not reach the target. On 
reflection, we would use a 
different crowdfunding site, but at 
the time accepted advice that 



Spacehive was the best site – it 
clearly was not.  
 
All this was within 6 months. Well, 
not quite, as Heritage Lottery 
would not have decided to 
support or not within the 6 
months, so we successfully 
petitioned, with massive support 
from the local community, the 
Chief executive of RBS (via the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer – 
after all, we owned that bank) for 
additional time, and got a further 
two months grace.  
 
But we were turned down by 
Heritage Lottery – Why? For a 
number of reasons including that 
they didn’t like the site (! Not 
much we could do about that) and 
that we hadn’t spent long in 
community engagement. Not 
much we could do about that, 
either, as we only had 6 months. 
Was it a mistake to try for heritage 
Lottery funding? We don’t think so 
as they were the only body which 
would consider the money to both 
buy and renovate the Hall. We 
were pretty cross, especially as 
during the same round of funding 
the Heritage Lottery allocated the 

second richest charity in the 
country £9m or thereabouts to 
work on their Styal Mill site. (The 
National Trust – in 2020 the 8th 
richest charity in England and 
Wales, worth £1.01b - 
https://www.civilsociety.co.uk/ne
ws/ten-richest-charities-in-
england-and-wales-worth-more-
than-50bn.html)  
 
We were left asking what chance 
do small community groups have 
be able to demonstrate sound 
business acumen and capacity to 
deliver a large project in such a 
short space of time. It is pleasing 
to note that there is pressure from 
Localis at the moment to get the 
Government to extend the time 
community groups have to 
prepare bids under the Right to 
Bid, from 6 to 12 months. 
 
In January 2015, RBS refused to 
give us any more time and said 
they would be selling to one of 
their many cash buyers waiting on 
their doorstep. (An interesting 
aside: because of the work we did 
to raise the profile of the Hall, 
many people knew about the sale 
and we were frequently contacted 



as if we were the agents selling 
the Hall.) It wasn’t until later in 
the summer that they sold the Hall 
to the Hough End hall Academy, a 
group that first showed interest in 
early summer 2015. No cash 
buyers willing to buy, then, 
waiting on the doorstep  of RBS. 
The Hall continues to thrive under 
this charity, set up to serve the 
South Asian community, alas, 
without an overriding interest in 
heritage restoration of the Hall. 
 
What else did we do?  We did lots 
of talks, community stalls and 
articles about the campaign. 
Andrew Simpson organised 
several of his history walks 
focussing on the Hall, its 
occupants and nearby historic 
landmarks. We produced a book 
about the Hall ‘Hough End Hall: 
The Story’ by Andrew Simpson and 
Peter Topping. Copies can still be 
ordered through Chorlton 
Bookshop. We produced various 
items to sell, as part of our 
community awareness-raising, 
including the much celebrated 
Hough End Hall jigsaws. 
 

Finally, in 2019, after a lot of 
preparation, we installed three 
interpretation boards about the 
Hall and its occupants, in the 
nearby Chorlton Park. So the 
community of Chorlton and 
beyond are still able to appreciate 
the hall in all its former grandeur 
and historical roots – we have 
managed to preserve at least that 
much of its heritage. Details of all 
of these activities are on the 
website which will, for the time 
being, remain 
(https://houghendhall.org/) 
 
That is the end of this chapter of 
the Friends of Hough End Hall. At 
the time of writing (June 2020) 
there are a number of other 
heritage projects underway in 
Chorlton, including the attempts 
to buy and bring into community 
use the former Gaumont Cinema 
(Stayin’ Alive project by Chorlton 
Community Land Trust); the White 
House project, seeking to bring 
the 17th Century building in 
Chorlton Park under community 
management; and the community 
bids to rescue the Irish Club which 
are in the offing. 
 



Rest assured, although we are 
closing the Company, Friends of 
Hough End hall, there are still 
plenty of friends of the Hall, 

waiting to spring into action 
should the community use of the 
Hall be under threat and the Hall 
need rescuing again. 

 

A summary of the finances of Hough End Hall campaign: 2014-20 
 
Income: 
Donations received (mostly 2014-15)  £2,760 
Sales of books and Jigsaws  £2,559 
Grant (2014)    £10,000 
Total:      £15,319 
Expenditure 
Grant activities (2014)   £10,000 
Book Printing    £1,102 
Interpretation Boards for the Park £1,873 
Miscellaneous (printing etc)  £1,059 
Transfer Chorlton Civic Society  £1,285 
Total      £15,319 
 

 
If you would like to get in touch contact  
houghendhall@gmail.com or ring Carolyn Kagan (0161 881 
6887) 
 


